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strong and officered by the flower of the disbanded army
of the north. And with him was Sir Eichard Grenville,
commanding four hundred of Leicester's new regiment of
horse. Over the scenes which followed there is no need
to linger. In fire and blood the wretched Irish had to
do penance for the outburst of savagery to which they
had been goaded by Stratford's imperious rule. The most
important operation of the campaign of 1642 was the
expedition for the relief of the English settlements in
Kildare and Queen's County. With two thousand five
hundred foot under Monk, five hundred horse under
Lucas, Coote, and Grenville, and six guns, Ormonde
left Dublin on April 2nd, and by the 9th had success-
fully relieved Athy, Maryborough, and some smaller
settlements. The work was accomplished with all the,
horrible accompaniments which characterised Irish war-
fare. "In our march thither," wrote an officer in
Monk's regiment, " we fired above two hundred villages.
The horse that marched on our flanks fired all within
five or six miles of the body of the army; and those
places that we marched through, they that had the rear
of the army always burned. Hitherto we met not with
any enemy to oppose, yet not a mile nor a place that we
marched by, that the.dead bodies of the rebels did not
witness our passage." But the most difficult part of the
enterprise yet remained. Some thirty miles beyond the
river JSFore, in a country swarming with rebels, lay several
garrisons yet unrelieved. Ormonde's provisions were
running so short that to reach them by a regular opera-
tion was impossible; but sooner than abandon them
Grenville, Lucas, and Ooote undertook to make a dash
to their aid with the cavalry, while Monk covered theen undone in a single night.
